

Act I
Scene i

1. What is the purpose of the PROLOGUE?

2. Write down and explain two of the puns which appear early in Act I Sc.i.

3. What is the reason for the opening fight (“the civic brawl”)? Who breaks it up?

4. What has been Romeo’s mood lately? Why? (Line 120→)

5. See Romeo’s speeches about the “woman” whom he loves (Lines 206-222). What   

    difficulties does Romeo face with her (Rosaline)?

Scene ii 

6. What friendly advice does Benvolio give to lovesick Romeo (lines 82-100)?

Scene iii

7. How old is Juliet? What impression do you form of the Nurse?

8. What are the marriage habits and expectations in Verona? Who is the valiant Paris?

Scene iv.

9. What does the Queen MAB (“the fairy queen”) speech reveal to us about Mercutio?

Scene v

10. Why does Romeo have cause to say to himself “Did my heart love till now?”

11. How credible is their love at first sight?

12. What impressions have you formed of the character of Tybalt (see Act I Sc.i, Act I Sc.v)?

Act II

Scene ii

13. Juliet at the window. Why has this scene come to be regarded as such a conventionally romantic scene? What characterises the lovers’ speech (hyperbole? rhetorical questions? metaphor? etc.)? What sentiments do they express?

14.  How often is the word lover or love used in this scene? Write down line numbers.

Scene iii

15. Why does Friar Lawrence call Romeo “a young waverer”? Why does he agree to be his “assistant” in marrying them?

Scene iv

16. Briefly summarise what happens in Scene iv.  

Scene v

17. Why does the Nurse take so long to pass on her message? What is her message from Romeo?

Scene vi

18. Where are the two married? Quote to show the feelings of all parties.

Act III
Scene i

19. Early in the scene Mercutio speaks at length about Benvolio’s hot and quarrelsome temper. What is ironic about this? What happens to Mercutio? What does he mean by “A plague on both your houses” (line 108)?

20. Why does Romeo blame himself for Mercutio’s death? What action does he take? What punishment does the Prince of Verona announce? How is Tybalt related to Lady Capulet (line 146)?

Scene ii

21. How is Juliet’s heart torn by the events of the last scene? What really represents “death” to Juliet?

Scene iii
22. Trace the shifts in Romeo’s mood in this scene, and give reasons for them (stubborn anguish, tears, consolation).

Scene iv

23. What plans do Capulet and Lady Capulet make for their daughter, Juliet?

Scene v

24. How does Capulet respond to his daughter’s rejection of his plans involving Count Paris and herself? What advice does the Nurse give her?

Act IV
Scene i

25. What sort of things would Juliet do rather than marry Paris? Give four examples of the death-related imagery she uses.

26. Give details of Friar Lawrence’s scheme to help Juliet escape the marriage and be reunited with Romeo. 

Scene iii

27. Carefully explain the doubts or fears Juliet has about drinking the contents of the vial.

Scene v

28. How does old Capulet meet the (seeming) death of his daughter (Lines 25-90)?

Act V
Scene i
29. Why does Romeo visit the apothecary? What circumstances does the apothecary live in?

30. Why hasn’t Friar Lawrence’s letter reached Romeo?

31. “… Never was a story of more woe than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”

       Give a detailed summary of the action of this climactic final scene. It features

       multiple deaths, misunderstandings, desperate sorrows: give examples. 

       Does any good issue from all this deathly business?
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