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A distinguished team of 15 academicians and

researchers from premier Indian institutions took part

at the 5th Asia Academic Forum, jointly conducted by

Intel Higher Education and National Taiwan University

at Taipei, Taiwan on 22 and 23 October 2008.

Based on the theme of ‘Powering the Future:

Technology Innovation for a Better World’, the forum

brought together over 150 delegates from

universities from eight countries in Asia. It focused on

incubating and driving the industry’s timely adoption

of academic research and innovation and also to

accelerate the advancement of University curriculum

5th Intel Asia Academic Forum held in Taiwan
that keeps pace with technological changes. Global

technology trends were highlighted and there was

robust interaction between academia, industry and

the government representatives present.

Fifteen senior faculties and researchers from premier

research and academic institutions from India were

present at the event (including Indian Institute of

Science (IISC), Bangalore,  IIT Kanpur, IIT Delhi, IIT

Mumbai and VTU, Bangalore). Prof S Dinesh from IIT

Mumbai received the Best Research Project under the

Systems and Architecture category at the Asia

Academic Forum 2008.

“IRIS has been

created to ignite the

appetite of our youth

for innovation… we

believe that these

young innovative

minds will drive our

country in the future

course of time,

much ahead of the

rest of the world”.

Praveen Vishakantaiah
President, Intel India

In its third year, the IRIS National Fair, India’s largest

science initiative for students, was held in Kolkata from

December 4 to 6, 2008. The Initiative for Research &

Innovation in Science (IRIS) is a joint effort between

the Department of Science and Technology (DST), the

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and Intel.

This year, 100 projects had been shortlisted for final

assessment at the Fair from more than 1,000 project

entries received from school students across the country.

The 8 winners reflected innovation and a research based

approach to tackling the problems of daily life. Apart

from the IRIS trophy, each winner received a PC mate

sponsored by Intel.

The winners will represent India at the Intel International

Science and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF), the world’s

largest international pre-college science competition,

with over 40 participating countries, which will be held

in USA in May 2009.

Dr A S Kiran Kumar, Deputy Director, Space Application

Centre, ISRO (Chandrayaan-I Team), who was one of

the guests at the event commented, “I am thrilled with

the quality of projects at IRIS 2008. I am sure that IRIS

is committed to grooming the future of the country,

empowering them to reach newer heights, the future

owners of proud programs like the Chandrayaan-I”.

National Winner Project Title School

Flexible Fuel Cell for Villages

Going Beyond Visiblity and Making an Object Invisible

Recycled Composite Material Made from Non-Recyclable
Film Plastic Packaging Waste

Preparation of a Natural Fertilizer and an Extract as
a Herbicide and Insecticide

Fast Germination and Growth of seeds using Rhizobium

To Study the Effect of Ginger, Guava and Nigrum Extract
on Cockroaches

Braille Translator Which Combines Music and Language

Clamped Bottle Cap

Vishnu Jayaprakash

Ashwin Gandhi

Hetal Vaishnav

Shireen Jaiswal

C Monisha

Rithika S &
Divya Kothari

Dheeraj M N &
Kishan S Bharadwaj

Debarghya Sarkar &
Anish Mukherjee

Chettinad Vidyashram, Chennai

Army School, Kota

S G Dholakiya High School, Rajkot

Centre Point School, Nagpur

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Mandya

Modern English School, Mumbai

V V S Sardar Patel High School,
Bangalore

South Point High School, Kolkata

A speaker at the Asia
Academic Forum 2008

Praveen Vishakantaiah (third from left) with the winners
at IRIS 2008
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Milestones

• Intel launched its World Ahead Program in Uttar
Pradesh, India’s most populous state, on October 23,
2008. Intel also launched the Intel® Teach Program
in the state, and announced the donation of 50 PCs
for the benefit of schools in the state.

• Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Tamil Nadu, with support
from Intel, conducted the Third Annual State Level
Contest on Best Use of Technology in Education at
the Anna Institute of Management, Chennai, on
November 10, 2008.

• The 5th Intel-DSERT Technology in Education Contest
Awards Ceremony was held on December 3, 2008
in Bangalore. This event, organised by Intel with
support from DSERT, felicitated principals, teachers,
and students who had done exemplary work in the
innovative use of technology.

• A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on
December 17, 2008, between Intel Technology
India Pvt Ltd and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Department
of School Education, Andhra Pradesh, in Hyderabad
for the launch of the Intel Teach Program in the state.

• On February 12 and 13, 2009, the Intel® Higher
Education team in India sponsored Circuitrix—an
electrical sciences event—at Pragyan 2009, held at
NIT Trichy. The Multicore technology was showcased
to create awareness and visibility among the students.

Quick Takes

Armed with their Master Trainer’s Certificates under the

Intel® Teach Program, Rubina Fazal, Humera Tatheer

and Rizwana Siddiqui, from APWA Government Girls’

College, Karachi, decided to create an environment of

technology assisted-enquiry based learning in their

institution.

As a result of their efforts, in 2006, the institution won

a Technology Grant for integrating technology

effectively at all levels in the school. In addition to the

glory they brought to their institution, all three teachers

were also the recipients of the Teacher of the Year

Award that year.

In 2007, Rizwana, a Psychology teacher, Rubina, who

teaches Home Economics, and Humera, a Language and

Arts teacher, worked together to achieve yet another

milestone in technology assisted teaching and learning

in their institution. The teachers once again worked on

a collaborative multidisciplinary project using online

K-12 Thinking Tools. This is an active online learning

place, where students engage in robust discussions,

pursue investigations, analyse complex information,

and solve problems.

Rubina Fazal sums up, “Problem Based Learning Projects

are further enhanced by the use of technology, as the

ownership of learning now shifts to students who can

continue to learn on their own, in life and in their

chosen careers.”

Pakistani Teachers Shine
with Intel® Teach

“Although I am

currently doing my

PhD, I knew what

the qualities of a

good teacher are only

when I participated

in Intel Teach. I learnt

everything I know

about teaching from

Intel Education”.

Rizwana Siddiqui
A Teacher in Pakistan

Classmate PCs and teacher training are an integral

part of Intel’s World Ahead Program, which aims

to enhance lives by accelerating access to

uncompromised technology for everyone, anywhere

in the world.

Classmate PCs were donated to Dharmaraja College,

Kandy, in Sri Lanka by the Hon’ble Minister of

Education, Susil Premajayantha, and the institution

became Wi-Fi enabled on October 10, 2008. In

addition, the Minister felicitated over 100 Master

Teachers trained under the Intel® Teach Program.

In a separate event in November 2008, Intel EM

Limited, in collaboration with the Secondary

Education Modernisation Project of the Ministry

of Education, felicitated over 100 Master Teachers

trained under Intel Teach at the New Library

Auditorium, Badulla, Sri Lanka.

Master Trainers
Felicitated in Sri Lanka

Accelerating its focus on higher education, Intel India

launched a unique program with 10 engineering

institutes in 2008. Called Reach to Teach (RTT), this

program aims at providing students from engineering

colleges across the country effective Web-based

training in the latest technologies by a panel of experts

that includes several Intel India technologists. It enables

students as well as faculty to learn about emerging

technologies from the comfort of their own institutes.

A total of 16 lectures on Multi core technologies

have been held so far, out of which nine were

conducted by Intel technologists. This is another

initiative undertaken by Intel India towards

empowerment through learning.

Reaching Out to Teach

Rahul Bedi, Director, Corporate Affairs, Intel South
Asia with a participant at an RTT event in 2008


